
Nettlebed Parish Council 

Minutes of Council Meeting Held at

Nettlebed Village Club on Wednesday 4th March 2015

Present. Cllrs B Lewis (Chair) J Sedwell, B Collier, N Gibson, D Butler, J Simon. G Cupit-Jones.
A J McEwen (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence received from Cllr S Harrod, Cllr A. Paterson, Mr M Lewis.
2. Declaration of interests. None reported.
3. Minutes of meeting 14th January 2015. These were approved as a true record of the

business of that meeting and signed for file.
4. Matters relating to SODC & OCC.  

Cllr  Lewis  reported  on  contact  with  area  steward  Keith  Stenning  regarding
Wanbourne Lane – some pot holes have been filled - but due to financial constraints
no progress has been made on Port Hill.  It  was felt appropriate to contact again
regarding these matters. AJM  to Write.
BL, JS, JSED attended a meeting on 3rd Feb with our new SODC designated Officer
(Rona Knott).   Robert  and Diggory  Laycock  also attended representing Nettlebed
Estate. 
JSED  represented  NPC  at  a  consultation  on  27  Feb.  reporting  a  severe
underestimation of the number of homes required by OCC & SODC.  This does not
affect Nettlebed’s allocation (of 20 new homes) which remains unchanged to 2031.
NPC’s 2nd Planning Exhibition to be held on the 21st March 10am-2pm in The Village
Club – (set up from 9.30am). Options NET1 and NET3 are now the two proposed sites
for public consultation.  BL reported that the date is in the new Newsletter currently
at the printer’s.
BL reported that she had taken our new Designated Officer on a guided walkabout
round the whole village.  For detailed info contact BL .JSed and see the website.
NPC will  now need to meet to respond (on the supplied response form) to a 2nd

consultation by 2 April. J SED proposed meeting on 21st March after the exhibition,
and NPC agreed to do this at an informal meeting.  Any proxy views by public or
council to go to SODC Planning Policy.
BL agreed to again email NPC’s response to the Local Plan (in June 2014) to all Cllrs.  

5. Police and Neighbourhood Watch Report.  
Janice Smith is our PCSO again and has, following a meeting with BL, ML and AJM,
agreed to a robust policing of the parking on Sue Ryder Sale mornings in the light of
some very dangerous parking reported – including putting in a request again to OCC
Highways for double yellow lines on the B481 (Watlington Street).

Are You Ready? Booklets are now being distributed.



6. Commons Matters.
Crocker  End Management  Committee report;  A  new sign  to  prevent  commercial
vehicles turning on the common by stating house destinations clearly was passed by
NPC.  Cost of the sign to be borne by the householders.
The parking damage (caused by Sue Ryder Care Sale Day parking) to the Triangle
area of the common was discussed. A meeting will be held (at SRC) on the 9 th with
the landowners, conservators and NPC; a ditch is proposed which NPC agreed would
be a good solution. PCSO will attend. The question of reinstatement of double Yellow
lines  was  raised.  JSED,  JS,  AJM parking  noted on  the  traffic  calming  hump on a
dangerous corner. Marshalling was discussed but previous attempts have failed.
The  Recreation  Ground:  JS  reported  that  the  long  awaited  lease  giving  full
responsibility to Nettlebed Sports Association (NSA) for the Recreation Ground is in
place. As the legal costs are substantial and, as in the past NPC has frequently paid
for maintenance of the Pavilion and the grounds, the council agreed unanimously to
donate £700.00 towards the costs of this document, as a final contribution.

7. Grass cutting and Hedge management.
Chapel Lane was raised again regarding overgrowth of hedging. BL to contact the
owner of The Malt House again.
Quote from Scion AJM to contact Rob Low for charging schedule and Ron Brown
forestry for invoice.

8. Cycle Racks
Cllr JSed reported the bars are now in use. These are also now included in Chilterns 
Conservation Board Cycle Trail maps. 

9. Recreation and Amenities.
a. NSCC report. JSed, BL Reported on a proposal to allow access to the walled 

garden via a new access via the track at the rear creating a new inlet from the 
school staff car park.

b. The NSCC insurance renewal was presented. AJM to action then NSCC 
reimburses NPC 50% cost.

c.  On the basis of the RoSPA report on the Children’s Playground, Cllr BL has 
contacted Playground Services.  Progress report 7th May visit scheduled.

d. Cllr DB reminded the NPC that Nettlebed Royal British Legion is planning a church
service and rededication of their Branch Standard followed by an evening 
celebratory event on the 10th May. 

10. Newsletter & Website. Now at the printer’s with the important dates prominently
displayed.

11. Roads & Paths.
BC reported Cat Lane and contact with a drainage expert. An ambulance was delayed
due to the need to reroute because of the flood this has been reported.
New area steward has seen this problem at site visit.
Salt;  The  possibility  of  a  lean-to  shed  was  raised  AJM  to  contact  James  Blyth
regarding this possibility. The Sawmill was also raised as a possibility.  AJM to contact
Came and Co re the damaged salt bin.
NE5 AJM to contact Heather Giles and Chiltern Soc. Re this unsatisfactory path.



12. Transport.
There is a current consultation. No complaints the buses are working!  Readibus 
reported as good also 139.  Polycarbonate has not yet been replaced on the bus 
shelter.

13. Planning; Fish and Chip Van Mr M Rodgers. The Village Club committee has decided
that it does not feel the limited car park is appropriate and thus Mr Rodgers will have
to try the NSCC car park again. The Council was favourable subject to precise details
and the normal notices and consultations with affected neighbours.
Joyce Grove Application to convert back to residential  use by means of flats.  An
informal planning discussion will be held after the meeting and then Cllrs will reflect
with the detailed documents until  16th when AJM will  need to send response to
planning.  Main points:  community access is enshrined as a right and,  due to the
likely presence of children (deemed to be 4 of primary school age) the developer
would  be required to make contributions according to the S106 agreement.

14. Clerks Correspondence
All Cllrs are hoping to stand for re-election, but 12 notice forms to be ordered.

An  email  regarding  Townlands  Hospital  Steering  Group  requesting  a  PC
representative was read by the clerk. It was felt Dr Peter Ashby would be a good
choice and will be contacted to ask if he will do it.
 A statement of current accounts and reserves was circulated to all  council
members with no queries raised.

Litter Blitz 9th May

Risk Assessment previous form given to Cllrs for consideration and comment to AJM
by end of March by when it should be completed.

 Public Questions: 

6 members of the public attended

Date of next meetings:  
Annual Parish Drop-in Meeting: Saturday 11 April 2015, 10.30am – 12.00noon at the
Community Centre
Annual Meeting: Wednesday 13th May 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Club.
Meeting finished 9.34pm


