
Nettlebed Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held at Nettlebed Village Club
on Wednesday 8 January 2014

Present:  Councillors  B  Lewis  (BL)(Chairman),  D  Butler  (DB),  R  Collier  (RC),  Greg
Cuppit-Jones (GCJ), N Gibson (NG), J Sedwell (JSed), and Clerk R Jackson-Hunter (RJH)

Also present: M Lewis (ML) Village Neighborhood Watch Coordinator

1  Apologies & absences:  SODC Cllr Revd Angie Patterson (AP),  OCC Cllr Caroline
Newton, J Simon (JS), Peter Leigh (PL).

2   Declaration of Interests: none declared

3   Minutes: the Minutes of the NPC meeting of Wednesday 13 November 2013 were
approved and signed.

4   Casual  Vacancy: BL  introduced  Greg  Cuppit-Jones,  who  is  now  co-opted  as
Councillor.

5  Village Profile Map:  Outline village maps were circulated to all  Councillors for
review. Village assets & facilities are to be marked on the map, & these are to be
returned to BL as soon as possible, who will coordinate & forward to SODC.
      Planning: No Planning Applications have been received in this period. Nothing to
report on 2nd Exhibition.
      Following correspondence with OCC concerning the furniture store on Old Camp
Road, BL will determine if this is on common land.  As we need to find a new venue
for the storage of winter salt this may also be a good venue.

6  Police/Neighbourhood Watch:  ML & NW are preparing a list of vulnerable people
in the village.
     RC & JSed attended OCC Community Emergency Planning meetings, which they
found very helpful. will continue to liaise with OCC about the best way for Nettlebed
to proceed.  This may be a suitable topic for the Annual Parish Meeting.

7  Commons Matters: Crocker End Management Committee – nothing to report.  
     The clearing work being undertaken near the roundabout by Nettlebed Estate
continues,  although  wet  weather  has  caused  delays.  An  area  of  designated
heathland has also been found & will be protected. 
      A  Nettlebed History  Weekend has  been organised  by  Nettlebed & District
Commons Conservators for 25-26 January 2014.
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8  Grass Cutting & Hedges: Old School Green hedge cutting is now complete. NL to
obtain quotation for reduction of Chapel Lane Hedge & BL to inform Anna Hale.  RJH
has approached Brights regarding their maintenance of the Lion Meadow hedge &
NG will  also obtain  a  quotation for  this  work to be carried out.  The hedge at  8
Wanbourne Lane requires clipping & RJH will approach tenant & discuss.

9 Recreation and Amenities:   DB to reinspect the smaller bus shelter & assess the
condition of the woodwork when the weather improves. 
    Bike racks: JSed & JS will meet on site to ascertain requirements. 
    Playground: Allen Brittain to undertake fence repairs.
    Allotments: several available. NG will evaluate the work required & obtain a quote
so allotments can be cleared before hand over to new users.  One allotment has
rubbish on it, & BL will discuss with the allotment owner.

11  Control of Dogs: BL to provide RJH with map of precise locations for additional
bins, for forwarding to SODC for consideration of free supply & servicing.

12  Newsletter  & Website:  next  edition  of  NVN to appear  end of  March.   JS  is
working on an update to the website, especially on local history.

13  Roads and Footpaths: BL is awaiting update from OCC Highways regarding work
to be undertaken on Port Hill, the roundabout & the Brick Kiln.  
       RJH will investigate the reinstatement of the bollards at the junction of High
Street & Watlington St & will also see if there is any update on the broken road sign
opposite Old Camp Road.  
       The new Crocker End saltbox has still not arrived.    
       Flooding on the footpath near Priest Hill has been reported & the attachment of
photographs has been very useful.

Clerk’s Correspondence:
 At the beginning of the meeting copies of the Changes to Standards & Code

of Conduct July 2012 were distributed to all Councillors.
 Copies of the 2013-14 & 2014-15 Budgets were circulated & the Precept will

be applied for immediately as the closing date is 10 Jan 2014.
 RJH has asked BT to repaint the telephone kiosk, & they have agreed that this

be undertaken some time in the next 6 months.
 A  parishioner  had  contacted  RJH  with  suggestions  for  expansion  of  the

Nettlebed Christmas Shopping Evening. Bl said that it had been a successful
event, & that preparations would begin earlier for 2014. 

Public Question time:  Five parishioners attended.

The meeting ended at 10.30pm.

Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 5 March 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Club
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