Nettlebed Parish Council
Minutes of
Council Meeting
held at Nettlebed Village Club on Wednesday 2nd July 2014

Present: Councillors B Lewis (BL)(Chairman), Greg Cupitt-Jones (GCJ), N Gibson (NG), J
Sedwell (JSed), J Simon (JS), R Collier (RC), and Clerk A J McEwen(AJM)

Also present:

OCC Cllr Steve Harrod (SH) (partial attendance)
M Lewis (ML) Village Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator

1 Apologies & absences: D Butler (DB), SODC Cllr Revd Angie Paterson (AP)
2 Declaration of Interests: none declared.
3 Minutes of the NPC meeting of Wed 7th May 2014 were approved & signed.

4 Update on Sue Ryder Care Nettlebed Hospice - Moira Logie & Pam Chatfield.
No major changes anticipated until the move to Townlands site.

Improvements to reception making it more welcoming with a Café for the public.
Funding has enabled specialist neurological improvements and weekend cover for
heart failure and neurological support. There have also been a number of District
Nurse and GP CPD days. Funding partners mentioned include Morrisons, Invesco
Perpetual, Henley Royal Regatta, Rewind Festival, Choral CD, Ride for Ryder,
Fireworks and the Starlight Hike.

5 Matters Relating to OCC & SODC: NPC welcomed OCC Cllr Steve Harrod.

a) Re Port Hill footway: Claire Dunk, Clerk to Nuffield PC, has informed us that their OCC
Cllr has promised £1,000 from his Localities Budget to cut their section from Timbers Lane to
the Lay-by. SH to investigate if he can match this from his Localities Budget for NPC for the
Nettlebed section (the Lay-by to the Garage) so that Nettlebed and Nuffield PCs can pay to
share a contractor to clear the whole stretch.

b) Potholes; Information from our Area Steward Keith Stenning: if over 40mm deep, then
OCC is obliged to repair. Use fixmystreet.com for reports.

c) SODC Local Plan 2031: SHMA & SHLAA.

BL reported that NPC did not receive notification from SODC Planning Policy Department of
the Briefing meeting for PCs. But, having spoken to Scott Riley, she will now draft out a
response to the Handout document (Local Plan 2031) and circulate to the PC for comments.

d) As the old Furniture Store building (OCC education dept-owned) was built on common
land, ownership of which is unknown, we still do not know if this can be considered for
future housing.



Nettlebed Estate: Some early discussion regarding new housing has taken place; BL will set
up another meeting when Cllrs are also available.

Community Rights to Bid: BL has now compiled a list including: NSCC, the Church Hall, the
Village Club, the Recreation Ground & Pavilion & the telephone kiosk. JS suggested that the
furniture store on Old Camp Road also be added.

BL will advise Nettlebed Estate that the Church Hall, Village Club and Recreation Ground
and Pavilion are on the list to be submitted to SODC.

6. Police Report & Neighbourhood Watch Report; Malcolm Lewis

ML commented that we have not had a Police Representative attend our Council meetings
for quite some time, and that PCSOs are now covering larger areas.

PCSO Mark Bell has advised a local couple on security and the work was done by Mears Home
Improvements who do minor works at much reduced prices. There is a similar free advisory
service from Oxfordshire fire service and help with certain projects.

ML stressed the valuable role that NHW Coordinators would play in assisting vulnerable
people. It was suggested that NHW and the Good Neighbours Scheme should encourage
anyone who was dependent on electricity to register with their electricity company.
Community Emergency Planning: JSed explained that the Emergency Planning team is still
working on the Report Appendices.

Nettlebed is particularly vulnerable to power cuts according to information from Southern
Electric. This was raised and JS asked if Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators and registered
volunteers were aware of vulnerable households. Information to be disseminated with the
‘Are You Ready ?’booklets. JSed to write an accompanying note (Must be on PC Headed
Paper) using a jobbing printer. AJM to obtain quotes from Colour Plus in Chalgrove. The info
should be on the village website.

JSed will also investigate the provision of a socket for the use of an emergency generator at
the Village Club. Copies of the Emergency Plan will be distributed to all Cllrs & NHW
Coordinators once it is complete.

7. Commons Matters:

Crocker End Management Committee: next meeting will be held in October 2014 (Clerk to
attend to take Minutes)

Bylaws require an update.

The Triangle cannot be cut until the autumn due to wildlife regs. Management by the Green
Gym was raised. The Nettlebed Estate and the Conservators have joint responsibility; the
reseeding has been done and the Conservators will maintain afterwards.

8. Grass-cutting & Hedges:

The previously pollarded hornbeams in Lion Meadow require cutting again. NG to obtain a
quote. Three small areas of grass in Lion Meadow need to be added to the Scion Schedule
Scion revised quote: to include new areas to be cut. AJM to action.

Chalgrove & Watlington Children’s Centre have requested a repeat visit to the common land
near Priest Close mid-late August. JS will ask Elizabeth Smeeton who cuts the grass and
when.

9. Bus Shelters:
The southern bus shelter is currently being refurbished: Invoice to follow.
The Cycle racks will be considered by JS/JSed

10. Recreation & Amenities:
NSCC: Report on the walled Garden Project. The Key Safe is now in operation.

Children’s Playground: BL awaiting a date to attend with ROSPA.



Waste Bin; this is in the wrong place but easy to move. Agreed to move by unanimous vote.

Allotments: The water bill is the actual reading and previous bills were estimates -
therefore correct and paid. Rental received and paid in.

Lych gate: The woodwork requires cleaning up in preparation for 3/08/14 NG asked and will
action.

ML informed the council about WW1 memorabilia display and items for loan would be
gratefully accepted.

Rats: Although there are still daily sightings reported in the Ridgeway, when Thames Water
carried out a survey they found the infrastructure sound.

11.Newsletter and website: BL commended the new website. The next edition will be in
October 2014.

The question of Emails and freedom of information was raised and will be considered at the
next meeting.

12. Roads & Footpaths:
The matter of the Priest Hill track is still ongoing.

The field (at the top of Priest Hill) owned by Colin Middleton may be given to the village
with no restrictions. However, the bank bordering the footway is unstable.

Ideally it was felt a professional survey would help but due to funding

considerations a less costly option was advised. BL stated that the footway is OCC
responsibility. The council favoured a site visit with NG, JSed. and JS offering to attend.
Caroline Redzikowska will be invited to attend as she has expertise in this area.

Draft Rights of Way Management Plan: Held and ongoing.
Flooding in Cat Lane. Highways to be notified? AJM to action

Biomass plant and power beneath NE1 footpath is approved and in build, closure of the
footpath is not a problem. The project is well underway and the Church will benefit from
the cheap power.

13. Transport: Cllr Harrod informed the NPC of meeting in Henley Town Hall on 16/07/14 at
7pm. BL to attend.
Storage of salt for the winter was discussed. AJM to contact Mr Blyth.

14.Planning:
Mulberry House ;-Approved NPC
Hill Rise:-Held. Refused NPC

Clerks Correspondence:

The Clerk circulated the Statement of Accounts for 2013-14

Standing Orders: These were agreed and adopted.

J Sed asked about the litter Blitz and the Rec. The SODC waste team supply litter picks and
bags etc.

Public Question Time.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 3 September 2014 at 7.30pm
Meeting ended 10.40pm



