
Nettlebed Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held at Nettlebed Village Club
on Wednesday 5 March 2014

Present: Councillors B Lewis (BL)(Chairman), D Butler (DB), Greg Cupitt-Jones (GCJ),
N Gibson (NG), J Sedwell (JSed), J Simon (JS), SODC Cllr Revd Angie Paterson (AP)
(partial attendance), and Clerk R Jackson-Hunter (RJH)

Also present: M Lewis (ML) Village Neighborhood Watch Coordinator

1    Apologies & absences: R Collier (RC)

2    Declaration of Interests: none declared

3    Minutes: the Minutes of the NPC meeting of Wednesday 8 January 2013 were
approved and signed.
      The Clerk will email all Cllrs Changes to Standards & Code of Conduct July 2012  & 

Risk Assessment and Management for the year ending 31 Mar 2014.  Please let 
RJH know when you have read these documents.

4  Resignation of Cllr Peter Leigh: BL expressed her regret at the resignation of PL,  &
thanked him for his contribution. NPC looks forward to seeing him in the Gallery at
future NPC meeting.

5    Matters Relating to OCC & SODC:
      Village  Profile  Map:  BL  has  forwarded this  to  SODC.  Our  new permanent
designated officer for future planned development of Nettlebed is Peter Canavan.
     Community Rights to Bid:  BL has received a letter from John Howell  via AP
outlining that under the Localism Act all Assets of Community Value might be listed
by  NPC,  giving  it  first  right  of  refusal  should  they  come  on  the  open  market.
Suggestions for this list include: telephone kiosk, Church Hall, NSCC, Sports Pavilion,
Village Club, Shop & PO. BL will reply to this offer.
     AP advised that the SODC Budget for 2014-15 had now been set, and that the
target of 2.5% reduction in overall Council Tax had been achieved. SODC & Vale of
the White Horse Councils would be sharing premises in Crowmarsh Gifford.
     No response has been received to BL’s letter to SODC and OCC that Nettlebed PC
might use the Furniture Store on Old Camp for the future storage of winter salt.
    Age UK Parish Link: Jim McWhirter (JMcW) now takes over this role from BL. As
part of a new initiative, AgeUK are encouraging community information networks, &
JMcW is investigating ways to link with other organisations to enhance the role of
the Nettlebed Good Neighbours Scheme (NGNS). 
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6    Police/Neighbourhood Watch:  
      Community  Emergency  Planning: JSed  &  RC  have  been  investigating  the
provision of 2 areas suitable for emergency short-term accommodation, specifically
the Village Club & NSCC.
      There are 15 NW co-ordinators in Nettlebed who have been vetted & approved,
& these could be the first port of call to ensure that the needs of the vulnerable are
met.  A questionnaire is to be distributed calling for suitably skilled volunteers in the
event  of  an  emergency.  ML  will  rebrief  NW  co-ordinators  on  the  collection  of
information.  OCC  have  commented  on  the  possible  availability  of  funding  to
purchase a generator for emergency Reception Centre use. The 2nd Draft of the NPC
Nettlebed Emergency Plan was accepted, & work will continue on the Appendices.
     ML commented that PCSO Mike Rawnsley’s duties had become more extensive.
     The forthcoming “Have your Say” Meeting on 27 Mar will be advertised in NNN.

7   Commons Matters: The clearing work being undertaken by Nettlebed Estate near
the roundabout continues, although the edging strip is still to be dealt with.
      Next meeting of Crocker End Management Committee is on 7 Apr 2014. 

8    Grass Cutting & Hedges: 
      Anna Hale has agreed to cut back her hedge in Chapel Lane, & BL will remind her
about this.
     RJH has approached Brights regarding their maintenance of the Lion Meadow
hedge  (which  involves  cutting  back  3  previously  pollarded  beech  trees  &  some
willow) & NG will also obtain a quotation for this work to be carried out. 
     Chalgrove & Watlington Children’s Centre have requested a repeat visit to the
common land near Priest’s Close at the end of July. JS will ask Elizabeth Smeaton
who cuts the grass & when. 
     
9    Recreation and Amenities:  
      Bus Shelter: BL thought that this was an opportune time to reroof & refurbish the
Bus  Shelter,  which was now more visible  due to Estate  clearing.  RDJH to obtain
quotes for this work.
      NSCC now has Wi-Fi capability.  The JUC has agreed that a new sign for the School
& Community Centre should replace the existing sign at the entrance to the car park.
      Bike racks: JSed & JS will meet on site to ascertain requirements. 
      Playground: BL commented that the safety mats near the swings had not fared
well in the recent wet weather & required attention & possible replacement before
the  next  ROSPA  report.  This  was  likely  to  be  an  expensive  item,  & RDJH would
therefore obtain quotes from specialist playground suppliers, & also ascertain if any
further refurbishments were possible on a small budget of up to £10,000 possibly
including a picnic table.  This item could also be discussed at the APM in order to
involve  children  &  their  carers.  JS  would  arrange  for  barbed  wire  near  the
playground to be removed.
     The provision of additional waste bins in the village was being assessed by SODC,
who have advised that they may provide 1 & NPC can supply the other 2 which we
have requested. SODC would however service all bins.
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     Allotments: the PC agreed to pay the £100 quoted to clear allotments already
identified by new tenants; others will be kept clear on an hourly rate until leased.

11   Newsletter & Website: next edition of NVN will be 8 pages; copy to JS, deadline
20 Mar. JS has updated the parish website, which will now include a Welcome letter
for newcomers from the NPC Chairman. 

12   Roads and Footpaths: BL is awaiting update from OCC Highways regarding work
to be undertaken on Port Hill, the roundabout & the Brick Kiln.  
        A meeting will be held 10 Mar at Bix Hall about the forthcoming road works on
the dual carriageway. BL to attend.
       Pedestrian Access Priest Hill: BL met with Heather Giles of Nettlebed Estate &
has requested a temporary footpath  be provided.  BL will  make further enquiries
about the status of this path.
      Parking on Sue Ryder Sale days: several complaints have been received. Bearing
in mind the imminent closure of the Carriage Way, BL will discuss with Sue Ryder the
number of traffic marshals they employ. 

Annual Parish Litter Blitz: proposed date Sat 10 May 10am

Annual Parish Meeting: Sat 12 April 10.30am-12noon at the NSCC, to take the form
of  a  Drop In  event  with  various  village  activities  represented:  Village  Club  & its
roofing  appeal;  Friendship  Club;  Neighbourhood  Watch;  Commons  Conservators;
Emergency Planning; British Legion. BL to liaise with interested groups.

Clerk’s Correspondence:

 RDJH  has  attended  training  with  Oxfordshire  Association  of  Local  Clerks.
Points  of  interest  included:  additional  emphasis  on  Risk  Management  &
especial care to be taken over process; Annual Meeting opportune time to
review Standing Orders.

 The Precept of £13200 + £591 grant has been approved; a VAT refund of
£1361.19 has been received.

Public Question time:  Eight parishioners attended.

The meeting ended at 10.45pm.

Date of Next Meeting: Annual Meeting  Wednesday 7 May 2014 at 7.30pm in the
Village Club
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