Nettlebed Parish Council

Minutes of the

ANNUAL MEETING 2014
held at Nettlebed Village Club on Wednesday 7 May 2014

Present: Councillors B Lewis (BL)(Chairman), Greg Cupitt-Jones (GCJ), N Gibson (NG),
J Sedwell (JSed), J Simon (JS), R Collier (RC), and Clerk R Jackson-Hunter (RJH)

Also present:
OCC ClIr Steve Harrod (SH) (partial attendance)
M Lewis (ML) Village Neighborhood Watch Coordinator

1 Apologies & absences: D Butler (DB), SODC Cllr Revd Angie Paterson (AP)

Clerk’s Resignation & Replacement. Following the Clerk’s resignation NPC must
now appoint a new Clerk & preparations for this are underway.

Confirmation of Clerk’s salary: In accordance with NALG salary of £17,333 per
annum being the current salary point 18 within the 18-25 range in scale LC1 as set
out in the 2004 National Agreement on Salaries & Conditions of Service of Local
Council Clerks in England & Wales

2 Declaration of Interests: none declared.

3 Election of Officers:

Current office holders were reelected for 2014: Chairman: BL; Vice Chairman: NG.
Transport Representative: NG. Officers of the Crocker End Management Committee
were also re-elected & their acceptance forms distributed.

4 Minutes of the NPC meeting of Wed 8 Mar 2014 were approved & signed.

5 Matters Relating to OCC & SODC: NPC welcomed newly appointed OCC ClIr Steve
Harrod, who lives at Great Milton. He spoke about the Oxfordshire Strategic Housing
Market Assessment (SHMA) — a study, using Government methodology, based on
potential housing need. He said that OCC are aware of concerns over extensive
building according to the OCC study compared with the allocation of new housing in
the SODC Core Strategy.

The Localities Budget is still available, although diminished, & projects may still be
nominated. BL suggested that the footpath to Port Hill should be considered, & SH
recommended that BL check this with Keith Stenning of OCC.

Nettlebed Estate: Some early discussion regarding new housing has taken place, &
BL will seek a further appointment when Clirs are also available.

Community Rights to Bid: BL has now compiled a list including: NSCC, the Church
Hall, the Village Club, the Recreation Ground & Pavilion & the telephone kiosk. JS
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suggested that the furniture store on Old Camp Road also be added. BL will advise
Nettlebed Estate that the Church Hall, Village Club and Recreation Ground & Pavilion
are on the list to be submitted to SODC.

6 Police Report & Neighbourhood Watch: ML commented that we have not had a
Police Representative attend our Council meetings for quite some time, & that
PCSOs are now covering larger areas.

Community Emergency Planning: JSed explained that the Emergency Planning Team
is still working on the Report Appendices. ML stressed the valuable role that NHW
coordinators would play in assisting vulnerable people. It was suggested that NHW &
the Nettlebed Good Neighbours Scheme should encourage anyone who was
dependent on electricity to register with their electricity company. JSed will draft
further information to accompany the “Are You Ready” booklets. He will also
investigate the provision of a socket for the use of an emergency generator at the
Village Club. Copies of the Emergency Plan will be distributed to Clirs & NHW
Coordinators once it is complete.

Register of Electors: NPC agreed to purchase an edited version.

7 Commons Matters: Crocker End Management Committee: next meeting will be
held in Oct 2014 (Clerk to attend to take Minutes).

8 Grass Cutting & Hedges: Anna Hale has cut back her hedge in Chapel Lane, & JS
will look at the overgrown holly tree in the same location.

Lion Meadow: previously pollarded trees require attention & NG will obtain a
quotation for this work to be carried out. Three small areas of grass in Lion Meadow
need to be added to the Scion schedule & a quotation has been requested for this
additional work.

Chalgrove & Watlington Children’s Centre have requested a repeat visit to the
common land near Priest’s Close mid to late August. JS will ask Elizabeth Smeaton
who cuts this grass & when.

9 Bus Shelters: 2 quotations having been received for the refurbishment of the
southern Bus Shelter, that of G R Hunter & Son has been accepted. BL will schedule
this & in addition ask that polycarbonate panels are added to both bus shelters.

Bike racks: JSed & JS will meet on site to ascertain requirements.

10 Recreation and Amenities: NSCC: BL presented a cheque for £345 from the
NSCC account to the PC - 50% contribution to the cost of Third Party & Public
Liability Insurance for the Community Centre.

Playground: BL reported that the safety matting required attention. RJH would
forward the latest ROSPA report & BL will arrange to attend the next inspection.
Annabel Lyell had expressed interest in any playground developments.

SODC have provided an additional waste bin, however this has been incorrectly
placed near Bushes Lane. SODC have agreed to relocate the bin near the Recreation
Ground & are awaiting confirmation of the exact site.
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Allotments: Some clearance has now been undertaken, although a large Christmas
tree requires removal. The access track is rutted, & it was agreed that Jonathan Tate
could apply hardcore.

11 Newsletter & Website: BL commended the new website & the recent
Newsletter; the next edition will be in October 2014.

12 Roads and Footpaths: Pedestrian Access Priest Hill: BL suggested that planings
currently near the Rec might be offered to Nettlebed Estate so they may resurface
areas adjoining 2 Priest Hill.

Parking on Sue Ryder Sale days: BL will supply Barry Lambden with Parking Notices
which can be placed on cars parked in the playground car park.

The field belonging to Colin Middleton: item carried over.

Draft Rights of Way Management Plan: BL stated that it was important that tracks
through Sue Ryder are noted on information relating to the sale of the grounds. JS
suggested that NPC should identify specific paths.

13 Planning: awaiting outcomes for 13 The Ridgeway & 14 Priest Close.

14 Annual Parish Litter Blitz: scheduled for Sat 10 May 10am

Clerk’s Correspondence:
e The Clerk circulated the Statement of Accounts for 2013-14.
e The Annual Governance Statement 2014 was read out by BL & all conditions
having been met was approved & signed. The NPC 2014 Audit can now be

submitted to BDO.

e The Clerk circulated an updated list of Standing Orders, to be discussed &
adopted at the next NPC meeting.

BL mentioned that representatives of Sue Ryder would like to attend the next NPC
meeting to talk about their current activities to improve conditions for patients and
their families prior to the move to Townlands in Henley.

Public Question time: Six parishioners attended.

The meeting ended at 10.35pm.

Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 2 July 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Club
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