
Nettlebed Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held at Nettlebed Village Club on Wednesday 2 September 2015

Present: Cllrs B Lewis (BL) Chair, N Gibson (NG), J Simon (JS), J Sedwell (JSed), D Butler (DB), 
G Cupitt-Jones (GPJ)

Also  present: M  Lewis  (ML)  Village  Neighbourhood  Watch  Coordinator  (who  took  NPC
Minutes), SODC Cllr D Nimmo-Smith (D N-S)

1. Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr B Collier, OCC Cllr S Harrod, Mrs Mel 
Bulloch  (Nettlebed Post Office)

2. Declaration of interests: None declared. 

3. Clerk Resignation: As Jeremy McEwen (JM) has resigned as Clerk to NPC to take up 
full-time employment, NPC is now seeking a new Clerk.  When JM accepted the post of Clerk in 
July 2014 his intention was to gain full qualifications as a PC Clerk and then take up the role as 
Clerk to several Parish Councils.  Unfortunately he did not pursue his aim.   BL reported that 
she has asked OALC to advertise the vacancy on their Members’ Update but, because of their 
office relocation and holidays, it will not appear on their list until September. 

       Resignation of Clerk – Security of Parish Records. Report by Cllr J Simon

Toshiba laptop computer:    Having established that contrary to the understanding by NPC, 
the computer was actually purchased by the then clerk, Jeremy McEwen who wishes to 
keep it. 

I examined the computer and removed the email account Parish.clerk@nettlebed.org and 
all the settings. I can confirm that there are no emails or attachments left on the machine.

Some 400 emails are still on the host server and can be accessed together with a number of 
sent emails. The chairman has also been monitoring incoming emails and has saved ones 
which are relevant. I propose that we accept this and be minuted.

Documents:   All documents and spreadsheets relating to NPC business created on this 
computer are stored on two memory sticks which I have, one of which is a duplicate as a 
back-up. These should be stored in separate locations. I can confirm that there is no NPC 
data stored on the hard drive of the machine.

Accounts:  I have copies of the latest accounts for distribution to the councillors.

mailto:Parish.clerk@nettlebed.org


I have suggested that all current invoices, cheque books etc. are passed to the chairman for 
dealing with in the interim period and although JM suggested he could continue with this 
until he is replaced I am recommending otherwise.

NPC paper files and other records:   These are currently held by Jeremy McEwen in a filing 
cabinet which he no longer wants and expects no payment for.  In the absence of a new 
clerk I have suggested that it is removed from his house as soon as possible.

Planning applications and other mail to be forwarded to the chairman without delay. We 
need to discuss advising SODC and other bodies of the change.  Action BL 

4. Minutes of the Annual Meeting on 1 July 2015 were approved and signed.  
Cllrs agreed to withhold approval of the July - 6 August accounts until all outstanding issues 
on the accounts are resolved.
5. Matters relating to SODC and OCC.
    Bus Services under threat due to OCC cut backs. Currently OCC spends £30 million p.a. on 
transport and have to reduce this by 20%. 10% of bus services are currently subsidised. OCC 
Transport meeting in Henley Town hall 3 September. NG attending.
SODC response on Nettlebed Planning Exhibition   still awaited.  Contact SODC (Rona Knott, cc
D N-S)   Action BL
Post Office relocation Village consultation meeting held Monday 10 August. 
A meeting was held in the Village Club to make residents aware of intended relocation from 
the Church Hall to the BP garage (Spa shop). Attending were Laura Tarling (Post Office Ltd), 
Mel Bullock (Nettlebed Post Office Manager) Cllr Steve Harrod (OCC).  BL in the chair. (John 
Howell MP was also present in the audience.) 
PO Ltd originally proposed to relocate to the BP Garage site in October/November.  However, 
as BL felt that access to the new site could not be improved by then and Mrs Bullock has 
kindly offered to stay on at the present location to deal with the Christmas demand, PO Ltd is 
prepared to be flexible and delay the move until January.
The details of the services to be offered at the new location were distributed before and at 
the meeting.
The public was invited to offer comments and questions. The main concerns were parking 
and the narrow footway to the garage especially close the Manor Farm Barn. Cllr Harrod said 
he would discuss possibility of widening the footway/installing a protective barrier, with OCC 
Highways.
Subsequent to the meeting a site meeting was held with OCC Cllr SH and Area Steward Keith 
Stenning.  They are prepared to consider realigning the road (A4130) so as to widen the 
footway to 1 metre.  OCC response to the detailed plan submitted by NPC is now awaited.  
Council thanked the Village Club for not making a hire charge for the Public Meeting.
OCC Chief Executive has invited Councils to a meeting in County Hall, Oxford on 21.9 to 
discuss ways OCC can improve services currently provided. JS and NG to attend.



Oakley Wood Recycling Centre- threat of closure 
OCC’s cost cutting programme includes possible closure of three or four of their seven 
recycling centres. These include our nearest centre Oakley Wood.  Council expressed concern 
at possibly losing this facility with the likely consequence of reduced recycling by 
householders who would not travel further to say, Oxford, and the increase in fly-tipping in 
and around the Parish.  OCC is asking for a response to this proposal by 5 October by councils,
land owners and the general public. Resident David Waldie volunteered to organise a public 
petition.  More volunteers are required to assist.  Council needs to have drafted a response 
by end September.   Action BL
Townlands Hospital: BL read out a report from Dr Peter Ashby - Parish Representative on the 
Townlands Steering Group (TSG). TSG is still in negotiations with the Oxfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group (OCCG) – see attached report with the minutes. 
6. Police and Neighbourhood Watch reports. No TVP report.  ML reported that both bus 
shelters have been vandalised with the recently replaced windows smashed.
One of the Church gates had been kicked in but has now been repaired. Any information 
about these damages to ML, NHW Coordinator.
7. Emergency Plan JSed reported that Scottish and Southern Electricity (SSE) are offering a 
“Communities Fund” for financial support for local emergency matters. JSed suggests a 
standby electricity generator, possibly located in the NSCC, and a permanent salt store. Any 
other suggestions to JSed by 18 September.  Action JSed
8, Commons matters JS reported that he has now retired as Chairman of Nettlebed &District 
Commons Conservators (N&DCC) and is succeeded by Peter Allport. Commons Clerk Elizabeth
Smeeton is standing down and will be succeeded by Liz Longley in October.
N&DCC has received a grant to preserve an area of sphagnum moss and various ponds 
containing rare species on Nettlebed Common. 
The “Play trail” on Nettlebed Common has been inspected at N&DCC’s request by RoSPA.
Their report is awaited.
Crocker End Common (NPC) No report
9. Grass cutting 
Hedge management- Old School Green beech hedge needs attention. Contact Mears Estates  
Action BL
Elms Way/Priest Hill hedge requires attention – contact Green Square       Action BL
JS reported Lion Meadow hornbeam hedge to be cut by John Williams (now growing out 
sideways since being pollarded)
Chapel Lane – JS to contact Mr McCartney;    BL to contact Anna Hale
10. Recreation and Amenities:     NSCC (BL) no report
Playground – to receive a “Power Wash” annually cost £500 (incl. VAT) – approved.  BL has 
confirmed this to Playground Services (PS) and will liaise in the Spring with PS and Allen 
Brittain, who will make good any dislodged paintwork.   NPC grateful to Nettlebed Estate for 
trimming the surrounding trees prior to the reopening of the playground, all newly painted 
and with its additional equipment.       Annual RoSPA inspection report – all satisfactory.
Allotments – Suggestion to advertise half-plots in the next Parish Newsletter.  Action BL & NG

http://www.nettlebed.org/NPC%20Report%20on%20TSG%20021115.pdf


11. Roads & Footpaths Suggestion of 20mph limit through village (A4130) to be followed up 
again with OCC Highways.  Action BL

Sue Ryder Care Parking. JS met Stewart Marks (SRC) to discuss improvements for parking 
arrangements around the village on SRC Sale Days. JS suggested use of “The Green” 
common area providing ground conditions okay. SRC to provide marshals. Proposal requires 
N&DCC approval.  SRC to consider.  Await response JS.

Salt Bin- The Ridgeway – replacement follow up.  Action BL
Cat Lane flooding problem. OCC has completed repairs. Action DB to report on success of 
anti-flooding measures in due course.
Bus shelters – Council decided not to replace broken windows. Mention to be made in Village
Newsletter  Action JS
12. Newsletter – Copy to JS by early October
13. Transport – Report on Benson Protest Group in November – ACTION NG
14. Planning –  
      P15/S 1602/FUL 13 The Ridgeway. Refused by NPC
      P15/S 1536/HH The Bungalow – Refused by NPC
      P15/S 2735/HH Hill Rise, Watlington Street, under NPC consideration. NPC agreed that the
HH should make good any damage to the track to the Rec after building work is completed.
      P15/S 1891/FUL  27 The Ridgeway – application withdrawn
      P15/S 1995/HH 23 Crocker End – Approved by NPC
      P15/S 1653/FUL Little Hill, Magpies – Approved by NPC
      Note: The Fish & Chip van was refused permission by SODC to trade in NPC Car Park on      
Wednesday evenings 5.30-8.30. (Now trades at Car Park, Huntercombe on Weds p.m.)
NPC has offered a Saturday evening – Mike Rogers to apply to SODC again.
15. Clerk’s Correspondence 
     Annual accounts – query from BDO (external auditors). Action BL
     NPC Accounts – March/September
                                  Payments outstanding – RoSPA £85.20
                                                                              SODC (uncontested Election Fee 2015) £100 

                                                              Nettlebed Village Club – hall hire
                  VAT reclaim – outstanding
                                                                           Action BL            

16. Public Question time – 4 parishioners attended
17. Date of next meeting – Wednesday 4 November 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Club    

Signed

           Barbara Lewis – Chairman                                                 Date

 


