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NETTLEBED PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 4th November 2015 

in Nettlebed Village Club 
 

BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED IS LISTED BELOW: 
 

Parishioners/Public/Press are welcome 
 

Present: Cllrs B Lewis (BL) Chair, N Gibson (NG), J Simon (JS), D Butler (DB), G 

Cupitt-Jones (GCJ), Geoff Bond (GB) and J Pryce (JOP) Clerk 

Also present  
David Nimmo-Smith (D N-S), Steven Harrod (SH), Malcolm Lewis (Nettlebed NHW 
Co-ordinator) and PCSO Janice Smith for part of the meeting. 
Four members of the pubic. 
 
001/15  Apologies for absence  
Jonathan Sedwell (JSed) was attending the SODC ‘Town & Parish Forum’ 
 
002/15  Members declarations of personal and prejudicial interests 
None declared. 
 
003/15  Resolution to adopt Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes from the parish council meeting on the 2nd September 2015 were 
declared true and accurate and signed by BL. 
 
004/15  Welcoming the new Clerk – Jane Pryce 
Jane Pryce was introduced to and welcomed by the members as the new clerk for 
the parish council. 
 
005/15  And the new councillor – Geoff Bond 
A new councillor, Geoff Bond, was welcomed, having been co-opted to fill the ‘casual 
vacancy’ - proposed by BL and seconded by GCJ and the ‘Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office’ and ‘Register of members’ interests’ forms were submitted and 
signed and accepted and signed by the clerk. 
  
006/15  The Post Office Relocation 
Melanie Bullock was unable to attend to give her report.  This will be deferred to the 
next parish council meeting.   However, BL will attend a meeting on 9 November at 
the Service Station with Post Office Ltd to discuss details for the PO relocation, now 
scheduled for end January. 
 

PCSO Janice Smith who was on duty, asked to give her short but updated report 

straight away.  The permission was given. 
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The area of concern was the continuous bad behaviour from a group of teenagers 

(ages between 12 and 14 years old).  Criminal damage and anti-social behaviour 

resulted in 4 anti-social letters given to the parents (most of which were receptive 

and glad to have the opportunity to find out what their children had been up to).  The 

school had more information today so the police now know who they are and they 

will be dealt with. (it).  There was an urgent need to stop this spiralling into much 

worse. 

PCSO Janice Smith wanted to restate on how to get the police involved.  It was 

deemed any suspicion of criminal activity should be reported (999) to the police.  It 

can be anonymous and the police will deal without having to come back unless you 

wanted them to.   The police are always around and should be able to come quickly 

in response.   

The following statement was read out by BL that was emailed by Paul Hankey 

(extract paragraph from school newsletter) 

“Sadly, and for the first time in recent years, the school has suffered some vandalism 

during the half term holiday.  Children were seen climbing on the outdoor classroom 

roof (having climbed over the locked school gate), tampering with bicycles, and most 

sadly destroying our beautiful frog sculpture at the front of the school. 

Please can I ask families to make it clear to their children (current pupils and ex 

pupils) that the school premises are not to be played in during the evening, 

weekends and holidays.  Harmless fun has turned into mean-spirited vandalism.  I 

have reported the incidents to our local PCSO and Neighbourhood Watch 

Supervisor.” 

A member of the public asked about speeding motorbikes.  This was always a 

difficult one as catching on a speed camera doesn’t work and a police car cannot 

chase them due to safety concerns. 

007/15  Matters relating to SODC  
 
Electoral roll – changes to the way voters are registered – each person in a house 
must be registered so the SODC will be knocking on door to collect names of 
occupants. 
The ‘Go Active’ initiative has been awarded Gold status.  This is a new initiative 
which will be rolled out for parishes for the over 60s in January 2016. 
New headquarter location for SODC is to be decided soon as the insurance claim is 
near finalisation.  The SODC will still share with the Vale of White Horse. 
New housing (1,500) needed in Oxford but these will be not in the city centre.  It is 
thought that 3,000 per district will be built.  The area around Oxford city is green belt 
and is to be protected. 
D N-S reminded the Cllrs that, if any planning applications were proving difficult 
and/or contentious, he should be asked to intervene and call-in a planning 
application. 
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And OCC 
Budget Consultation 
OCC has launched a public consultation on options for saving money.  Another 
£50m of savings over the next four years need to be found.  
Children Centres 
A new model of children’s services in Oxfordshire will save £8m. The OCC is asking 
for views on this new proposal. 
Oxfordshire Together report is attached detailing how parish council could take over 
some services from OCC. 
 
a)  Oakley Wood Recycling Centre 
SH informed the parish council that no decision on the Oakley Wood closure had 
been reached yet.  Consultation is now closed and the conclusion should be made 
by the end of January 2016.  If four recycling centres are kept open then one of 
those will be Oakley Wood but with reduced opening hours 
 
b)  Townlands 
No decision has yet been made by surgeries to move in.  Update for next meeting. 

 

008/15  Police and Neighbourhood Watch reports 

a)  The Emergency Plan 

Bob Collier informed the council about a grant from SSE being available and survey 

will be carried out by them for a generator. 

It is thought that it would be located in community centre if the mains electricity failed 

for any length of time that would be where residents would come. 

b) Neighbourhood Watch Report 

ML reported that the BT Phone box was damaged by vandals on the 20th 

September at approx 3-3.30 am when several panes of glass were broken. The 

incident was reported to TVP who visited on 22 September. It was reported to BT 

who repaired the damaged panes within 48 hours and were thanked for their prompt 

service. The Phone Box is still operative and is sponsored by NPC.  

The Head Teacher of Nettlebed School Mr Paul Hankey contacted the Parish 

Council and Thames Valley Police to report an act of vandalism and trespass on the 

school premises during the recent half term week. A cane sculpture that was given to 

the school by the Nettlebed Art Society has been damaged beyond repair. Skate 

boarding was also reported on the school premises. TVP are contacting the parents 

of certain young teenagers believed to be responsible. This matter could be 

considered as criminal damage and is a serious matter. 

Please find attached Neighbourhood Policing report from PC Maxine Rodgers for 

October 2015. 
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The need for a ‘PRIVATE PROPERTY – KEEP OUT’ sign at the entrance to the 

School & Community Centre will be discussed at the next meeting. 

009/15  Commons Matters  
a)  Nettlebed Commons 
A grant of £13,200 has been awarded from land fill tax.  This will be put toward 

restoration of the wetlands off Mill Road.   

 

b)  Crocker End Management Committee report 

The report is attached. 

 

c)  Old Camp Road – WW2 building 

This brown field site is owned by OCC but there is still some doubt as to whether or 

not it is ‘common land’.  JS to speak to Peter Allport (Chairman of NDCC) and Cllr 

SH 

 

010/15  Grass cutting and Hedge management 

a) The Mears Estates have been contacted by JOP to request three areas requiring 

attention.  This has led to some misunderstanding about their remit which is still on-

going.  JOP to pursue. 

Elms Way/Priest Hill hedge – Green Square Group confirmed on the 4th November 

that this would be cut within the next two weeks. 

There is also a possibility of grass cutting grant from OCC which relates to 

‘Oxfordshire Together’ which will be launched in April 2016.  JOP to action. 

Lion Meadow: JS to get a quote from John Williams to attend to hedge at no.12 

(probably SOHA-owned) 

 

011/15  Recreation and Amenities 

a)  NSCC annual summary of accounts 

Please find attached report. 

b)  Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 

The date is 9th December at 12 noon.  A second planning meeting is to be held on 

29th October 7pm.  There is a need for volunteers to help on the day.  Invitations 

were handed out for the councillors to be delivered. 

c)  Christmas Late night shopping night 9th December 

The businesses involved has still be confirmed.  There will be children singing in the 

church at 6pm.  GCJ to provide a Christmas tree for the bus shelter.  Bell ringers 

organised. 

e)  Allotment report 

NG, Pat Sparrowhawk and JOP to look at parking and empty allotments before 

creating half plots and advertised to neighbouring parishes. 

 

The clerk to arrange defibrillator training (on wall Nettlebed School).  The possibility 

of installation of another to be costed by JOP for the January parish council meeting 
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012/15  Parish Newsletter and Community Website 

JS to add note to the article about the Senior Citizens Christmas Party invitation to 

urge recipients to RSVP and if they haven’t received an invite to contact BL or Susan 

Byers.  To printer next week with bumper issue of 12 pages. 

 

013/15  Roads & Footpaths  

a) Salt – the requirement for salt was none.  A Nil return was submitted by JOP and 

a request for the new salt bin at the Ridgeway.   The new salt bin has been installed 

at the top of the Ridgeway 

b)  Bus shelter polycarbonate sheeting damage – not to be replaced. 

c)  The Footpath report was not available and the Chiltern Society Representative is 

Paul who will be informed of the next meeting in good time to produce a report. 

 

014/15  Transport 

The report on subsidised travel has been published and is going to Cabinet next 

Tuesday (10th November) for a final decision. 

 

The two day survey found the buses were heavily used in the morning and evening 

but 1-2 people during the day.  NG 

 

015/15  Planning 

a)  Planning applications received 

P15/S3191/HH   

Little Hill, Pot Kiln Lane 

Demolition of existing garage with new garage with office above.  NPC submitted a 

response of ‘NO STRONG VIEWS’ but either there has been an amendment or the 

SODC did not receive the response.  Paper plans presented for the councillors at the 

meeting and the response was ‘SHOULD BE APPROVED’. 

 

P15/S1538/FUL  

The Bungalow, Priest Hill – there has been an amendment.   

The plans were looked at and the response was ‘SHOULD BE REFUSED’. 

 

P15/S3205/HH   

Toyes, Port Hill – Replace wooden fence with acoustic fence – ‘NO STRONG 

VIEWS’. 

 

P15/S3008/HH 

The White House, Priest Hill – Erection of new garage with attic storage. 

 NPC approved – Under consideration by SODC 

 

b)  Planning application decisions 

Joyce Grove – P15/S1817/FUL – SODC Granted 20/10/2015 
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Hill Rise, Priest Hill – P15/S2735/HH – SODC Granted 7/10/2015 

   

 

 

016/15  Clerks Correspondence 

Council Tax Reduction Scheme Grant – This is now being withdrawn as it did not 

achieve its aim of reducing the precept amount requested. 

 

017/15 Meeting dates 

The parish council meeting dates for 2016 are:  Wednesdays 13th January, 2nd 

March, 4th May (Annual Meeting), 6th July, September 7th and November 2nd. 

 

018/15  New Standing Orders 

The new Standing Orders have been circulated to the members and options within 

were decided on.  The amended Orders will be emailed shortly. 

 

019/15  Finance 

a)  Donations/Subscriptions 

A donation of £150 for the Nettlebed Village Club for the Senior Citizen’s Christmas 

Party. 

b)  Payments received 

Precept 2nd payment received 2/9/2015 for £6,600 and £21.75 interest 

c)  Accounts to pay 

Cheque number 609 Clerk’s salary:  £531.43 for part of September (from 22nd) and 

October 2015.  Office rent for 1 month (October) £20.84.  Reimbursement of cash 

paid by BL for stamps (£7.02) included.  Cheque number 605 void as cost of course 

for JSed wrongly quoted by OALC and JOP paid by a personal cheque for £42.  Total 

£601.29. 

d)  Clerk’s salary (information for minutes) 

This is to increase from £9 to £15.50 with a reduction in hours from 10 to 6.  This 

makes an annual increase of £156.   

 

020/15  Fixed Assets 

a)  Inspection Log 

This will be attended to at the next parish council meeting.  

 

The accounts for the 8th June to the 6th August 2015 were approved. 

 

 

Public Question time 

 

The meeting ended at 10.40pm 
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Date of next meeting – Wednesday 13th January 2016 at 7.30pm in the Village Club     

 

Signed 

            

Barbara Lewis – Chairman                                                 Date 

 


